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L ASSOCIATED BRITISH PORTS SOUTHAMPTON 
 

NOTICE TO MARINERS 
 

No 17(T) of 2012 
 

Port of Southampton  

P & O Cruises 175th Anniversary Grand Event 

3rd July 2012 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN jointly with the Queen’s Harbour Master Portsmouth that on Tuesday 
3rd July 2012 P & O Cruises’ 175th Anniversary Grand Event will take place in The Port of 
Southampton.  To celebrate the 175th Anniversary of the Peninsular Steam Navigation Company, all 
seven of P & O’s Cruise Ship Fleet will be berthed in The Port – namely Adonia, Arcadia, Aurora, 
Azura, Oceana, Oriana and Ventura. 
 
All times British Summer Time (BST). 
 
Arrival 
 
The ships will all arrive on berth on 3rd July between 0400 and 0630 and a number of events are 
planned to take place alongside during the day.   They will be berthed as follows: 
 

Eastern Docks  39 Berth Oceana 
40 Berth Adonia 
46 Berth Azura 

 
Western Docks  101 Berth Oriana 

102 Berth Aurora 
104 Berth Arcadia 
106 Berth Ventura 
 

Whilst alongside, there will be a 50 metre exclusion zone around each ship, as per ABP Notice to 
Mariners No 22 of 2011, and all craft are to keep outside this exclusion zone at all times.  The 
exclusion zones will be patrolled by Police launches throughout the day. 

 
Departure 
 
The main ‘on water’ event of the day is focussed on the Flotilla’s departure from Southampton 
and from The Solent.  The Flotilla will depart The Port from 1825 onwards, led by Adonia, and 
will proceed to ‘Charlie’ Anchorage for a Fleet Review before exiting The Solent. 
 
Adonia will slip from her berth at 40 Berth at 1715 and will proceed to the Upper Swinging 
Ground to swing and, as she then returns eastwards from the Western Docks to Dock Head, 
each ship will leave its berth in order from west to east as the last ship in line passes.  Thus, the 
order of departure will be: 

Adonia 
Ventura 
Arcadia 
Aurora 
Oriana 
Azura 

Oceana 
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The Flotilla will proceed through Southampton Water in a single column but, on approaching West 
Ryde Middle Buoy will split into two columns; Adonia, Arcadia, Oriana an Oceana passing north of 
Ryde Middle Bank and ‘Charlie’ Anchorage; Ventura, Aurora and Azura passing south of Ryde 
Middle Bank and ‘Charlie’ Anchorage.    
 
The Flotilla will be reviewed by Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal, embarked in Trinity House 
Vessel Patricia at anchor in the vicinity of ‘Charlie’ Anchorage.  HMS DRAGON will be providing 
escort for THV Patricia and will be anchored close by for the Review. 
 
Having passed THV Patricia the single column will reform, in the previous order (as above), for 
passage between the Forts and towards Nab Tower for disembarkation of Pilots and onward 
passage.  
 
The approximate timings for the Flotilla’s progress through Southampton Water and The Solent are 
as follows (timings are for first ship (Adonia) and last ship in the Flotilla (Oceana): 
 

Location   Time (Adonia)  Time (Oceana) 
 
 Leave Berth   1715   1855 
 Pass Dock Head  1825   1900 
 Pass Calshot   1920   1950 
 Pass West Bramble  1935   2005 
 Pass West Ryde Middle 1940   2010 
 Pass ‘Charlie’ Anchorage 2005   2023 
 Pass No Man’s Land Fort 2020   2050 
 Pass Nab Tower  2040   2110 
  
Firework Displays during Departure 
  
A short firework display will take place from the barge ‘Wilcarry 250’, positioned on the margin of the 
main navigational channel in the vicinity of Moorhead Buoy, as each ship approaches the barge’s 
position. The first short display will take place at approximately 1830 and each short display will last 
for no more than 2 minutes.  Once the last display has taken place at approximately 1905, as the last 
ship passes the barge’s position, the barge will return to Empress Dock. 
 
Owners of small craft who intend to view the firework displays in vicinity of Moorhead Buoy are 
advised that they should remain outside the main navigational channel and at least 200 metres clear 
of the ‘Wilcarry 250’ at all times and, if downwind of the barge, at least 300 metres clear.     
  
Red Arrows Display 
 
A Red Arrows Display will take place between 1918 and 1945, on a north east – south west display 
line adjacent to the Thorn Channel and over the Bramble Bank, as the Flotilla leaves Southampton 
Water.  Small craft are requested to avoid the immediate vicinity of East Knoll Buoy as the display 
control launch will be stationed in this area.    
 
Poor Weather Plan 
 
Given poor weather conditions on the day, the event may require short notice amendment and 
broadcasts will be made by Southampton VTS on VHF Ch 14. 
 
General 
 
Information on updates or changes to the above movements or timings, including in the event of poor 
weather, will be given by Southampton VTS on VHF Ch 14 (with initial announcement on VHF Ch 
12). 
 
Owners of small craft who intend to view the departure of the Flotilla are advised that they should 
remain clear of the main channel between Dock Head and the Upper Swinging Ground from 0400 – 
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0630 for arrivals and again from 1700 – 1900 whilst the Flotilla departs and forms up in Southampton 
Water.   It is requested that the Flotilla is given a wide berth whilst on passage through Southampton 
Water and The Solent. 
 
All Mariners are advised that no other large ship movements outbound will be permitted in the main 
channel between Dock Head and the Upper Swinging Ground or in Southampton Water between 
1700 and 1930, and inbound from Nab between 1530 and 2100. 
 
Regular Cross-Channel ferry services scheduled to and from Portsmouth between 1930 and 2130 
should use the main navigational channel inwards and outwards between Outer Spit Buoy and Nab 
Tower.  They should avoid crossing New Grounds during the period that the Flotilla will be transiting 
between Charlie Anchorage and Nab Tower (between 2000 and 2110).    
 
Mariners should consult Southampton VTS to confirm timings for their movements in the normal 
manner. 
 
This notice will be self-cancelling on Wednesday 4th July 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vessel Traffic Services Centre 
Berth 37, Eastern Docks 
Southampton   

Captain M Phipps  
Harbour Master 

 
25th June 2012 
 

Owners, Agents, Charterers, Marinas, Yacht Clubs and Recreational Sailing 
Organisations should ensure that the contents of this Notice are made known to 

the masters or persons in charge of their vessels or craft. 


